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WELCOME TO OUR 2021-2022

THEATRE AND PERFORMANCE STUDIES SEASON,

“INSPIRED BY THE PAST AND RESPONDING TO THE PRESENT.”
We are thrilled to return to a full season of live performances this year. Amidst
the uncertainty of the continuing pandemic, our students, faculty, and staff
are embracing the joy of creating live theatre in person, and we look forward
to sharing our performance spaces with you. This year’s array of stories on
our stages draws inspiration from the past, but captures, with immediacy, the
community, optimism, and inspiration we seek in the present.
Our main-stage season begins with Wondrous Strange, a compilation of
ghost stories, where we invite you to submerge yourselves in wildly different
paranormal experiences; our production of Everybody contemplates—in
uproarious fashion—how the presence of death motivates us to ponder what
is most important in life. The Spitfire Grill is an intimate musical about starting
life anew and building a supportive community; Mother Road, inspired by
John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, affirms that America’s strength lies in
its diverse cultures; and The SpongeBob Musical is an irresistible and inventive
reminder of resilience, optimism, and the joy of untapped human potential.
Above all, our productions feature our students. And we strive to offer
opportunities where they can thrive as actors, directors, dramaturgs, writers,
designers, stage managers, and technicians. In addition to our main-stage
productions, this year’s season features our largest number of student-led
projects to date, an area of growth that supports their development as theatre
makers and entrepreneurs. Please join us––and join us often––to celebrate their
insights, their talents, and their artistry.
Great stories told here!
Chuck Meacham
TPS Chair

Karen Robinson
Artistic Director

UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS SPRING 2022
KSU TELLERS, APRIL 28-29, SPRING SHOWCASE
KSU COLORS SHOWCASE, APRIL 30, 8 P.M., STILLWELL THEATER, $5
K.I.S.S. IMPROV SHOWCASE, MAY 6-7, 8 P.M., STILLWELL THEATER, $5
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DIRECTION
Karen Robinson
MOVEMENT/ASSISTANT
DIRECTION
Joshua Shepherd
STAGE
MANAGER
Haylee Wicks
SOUND OPERATOR
Jade Roman

MUSICAL DIRECTION
Amani Clanton

LIGHTING DESIGN
Ben Holmes

STAGEHAND
Kai Wang

COSTUME
COORDINATION
Søren Tucker
LIGHTING OPERATOR
Grayson Heenan

DRAMATURGS
Macy Cardwell, Jude Hilton, Abby Smith

The College of the Arts at Kennesaw State University supports, defends, and promotes academic
freedom of artistic expression as outlined by the American Association of University Professors and
diversity of all kinds as outlined by the University’s Human Relations.
The Department of Theatre and Performance Studies is accredited by the National Association of
Schools of Theatre.
THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS
OF THIS PRODUCTION OR DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS ON ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE
INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.
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AUTHOR’S NOTE
This production of Genesis Redux began long ago, before a global pandemic
changed all our lives. However, this story starts much further back, in the oral
traditions that came together to comprise the first few chapters in the book of
Genesis. I am fascinated by the potential in a well-known story to be reimagined for
audiences that think they already know the tale. I reimagined these stories to focus on
grief and forgiveness in the face of tragedy. We’ve all faced tragedies, both big and
small, in the past several years and most of us are asking the same question: how do
we go on once we’ve been hurt? Tonight’s performance materializes the pain so many
of us feel, while humbly offering a glimpse of a future where the waters recede, and
the sun comes out again.
Genesis Redux is not an explicit statement of theology. It is not meant to valorize or
critique the Judeo-Christian traditions that claim these stories as their own. It is meant
to reverently use these familiar stories to speak about the pain and potential inherent
in the human condition. I believe these stories are strong enough and elastic enough
to be molded for this purpose and still snap back into their original shape without
being harmed in the process. This performance also draws on folk, gospel, and blues
music to honor the ways these traditions articulate the ineffable experience of grief
and offer a vision of hope in the midst of hopelessness. We do so with profound love
and respect for the African American origins of this music, the suffering that inspired
it, and its indelible contribution to American culture.
Tonight’s performance began as a piece of devised theatre. For the uninitiated,
“devised theatre” refers to any set of procedures used by an ensemble to create a
new theatre piece from the ground up. Some of the material you see here tonight
was created by the original 2020 cast and I am indebted to them for lending
the imagination and intellect to this project. The original cast was comprised of:
Emmanuel Lyons, Josh Melay, Kyle Bryde, Charles Williamson, Danielle Montgomery,
Anna Candler Kimsey, Ashlin Williams, Issa Solís, Meggan Collins, Anna Haworth,
Michelle Lee, and Kylie Talbot. The student directors were Savannah Peeples and
Troy Martin, with movement direction by Dr. Michelle Minnick.
Once COVID cut our devising process short, I took up the task of finishing the script
on my own. The esteemed Prof. Karen Robinson graciously agreed to make Genesis
Redux her last directing project in her long and storied career at KSU. I am forever
grateful for the extraordinary talent and wisdom she brings to this project.
Finally, this performance is inspired by and dedicated to my wife, Reverend Anne
Cumings. Her patience and intellect have completely transformed the way I view
religious narratives. That transformation is made manifest on stage tonight and this
show would not be possible without her.
–Charles Parrott
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CHAPTERS
“In the Beginning and The Breath of Life” The Ensemble
“Eve and the Serpent in the Garden”

Macy Cardwell, Brooke Fleurimond,
Nornu Ken-Piaro, Arianna Palmer,
Maxwell Price, Ian J. Smith,
Søren Tucker, Ethan Volland
				

“In the Pines”

The Ensemble

“Brothers”

Rich Gibson, Eon Jones

“Hard Rain”

Jada Crowell, Brooke Fleurimond,
Arianna Palmer, Maxwell Price

“The Lord Said to Noah”

Macy Cardwell, Rich Gibson,
Ethan Volland				

“Keep Your Lanterns Trimmed”

The Ensemble

“Instructions for Surviving a Flood”

Eon Jones, Maxwell Price,
Søren Tucker, The Ensemble
					
Jada Crowell, Nornu Ken-Piaro,
Abby Smith
				
The Ensemble
					
The Ensemble

“Wives of the Ark”
“No More My Lord”
“New Covenant”
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BIOGRAPHIES
CREATIVE TEAM
AMANI CLANTON (Music Director)
Amani Clanton is a Theatre and Performance Studies major with a Musical Theatre
concentration. She is currently president of a diversity and individuality-focused
creative organization at KSU known as KSU Colors. Her career aspiration is to find a
place in which her loves for music, poetry, movement, yoga, and theatre can coexist to
express stories of the queer-Black-female experience. Amani is extremely proud to be a
part of this process and to be able to shed a light on such beautiful TPS talents.
BEN HOLMES (Lighting Designer)
Ben Holmes is a student at KSU, and this is his first official design at KSU for a Season
show. He has worked on SpongeBob, Wondrous Strange, and every other show at
KSU. It’s slowly killing him. Enjoy the show!
DR. CHARLES PARROTT (Author)
Charles Parrott is an Associate Professor in the Department of Theatre & Performance
Studies at Kennesaw State University. He is the Director of the KSU Tellers, a student
storytelling ensemble that has performed at regional, national, and international
conferences and festivals. He has received several awards for teaching and mentoring
students, including Kennesaw State University’s Outstanding Teaching Award
and the Arts & Humanities Mentor of the Year Award from the National Council
on Undergraduate Research. He has previously devised, written, and directed
performances at KSU including Frankenstein’d, Don Quixote Ugly, and Blood Pulp:
Crisis in the American Comic Book.
KAREN ROBINSON (Director)
Karen (she/her) is Assistant Chair, Artistic Director, and Professor in the Department
of Theatre and Performance Studies (TPS) at Kennesaw State University (KSU),
where she has taught a range of theatre courses and served as a resident director
for 22 years. Her directing work includes Shakespeare, adaptations of literature,
contemporary plays, period classics, and new play development. As an Associate
Artist at Georgia Shakespeare (1986-2014), she directed fourteen productions for
the company that included works by Shakespeare, Molière, Sheridan, and Tennessee
Williams. Other professional credits in Atlanta include directing projects at Actor’s
Express and world premieres at Theatrical Outfit, Horizon Theatre, and The Weird
Sisters Theatre Project. At KSU, her directing projects have included plays by Molière,
Bertolt Brecht, Brian Friel, August Wilson, Lynn Nottage, and stage adaptations of
stories by Flannery O’Connor. At KSU, one of her most cherished projects is the
annual Coming-Out Monologues Project, which is approaching its 10th anniversary in
2022. An ardent advocate for global learning and intercultural performance, Karen’s
international projects have included tours of student productions to Morocco, China,
and Germany. In summer of 2022 she will teach in KSU’s Education Abroad program
in Montepulciano, Italy. She is a recipient of KSU’s Award for Distinguished Teaching, a
University of Georgia Board of Regents Award for Excellence in Teaching, and the KSU
Distinguished Professor Award.
JOSHUA SHEPHERD (Assistant Director & Movement Director)
Josh is so excited to have been involved with Genesis Redux this semester. He
would like to thank Professor Karen Robinson for taking a chance on him and for this
opportunity. And as always… FLOURISH BABY…. FLOURISH!
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BIOGRAPHIES
PRODUCTION AND DESIGN SUPPORT
LIZ CONNELL (Sound Designer)
Liz Connell (she/her) is a third-year Business Management major at KSU. Although a
business major, her love for theater has been present with her since her sophomore
year of high school. She has since stage managed six productions within her high
school career and five productions with KSU: Polaroid Stories, 10-Minute Play
Festival, Wondrous Strange, KSU Tellers Showcase, and assistant stage managed the
9th Annual Coming-Out Monologues. In January, she was introduced to the world of
Sound Design by assistant sound designing Mother Road. Currently, she is working
with Found Stages as Assistant Stage Manager for Cassie’s Ballad. She is grateful
for the experience and knowledge she is gaining from working with such wonderful
people while putting together and performing Genesis Redux.
GRAYSON HEENAN (Light Board Operator)
This is Grayson Heenan’s first production ever. He is excited to be up in the tech
booth helping the show run. He thanks you for coming to see the show!
NATHAN PETERS (Lighting Programmer)
JADE ROMAN (Sound Board Operator)
Jade is a sophomore Theatre & Performance Studies major with a concentration in
Musical Theatre. This is her second show serving as the Sound Board Operator within
the department and she is excited to help the audience dive deeper into the world
that this show is creating!
HAYLEE WICKS (Stage Manager)
Haylee Wicks (she/her) is a Sophomore Theatre and Performance Studies major
with a concentration in Design and Technology at Kennesaw State University.
Previous credits at KSU include Wondrous Strange (Assistant Stage Manager) and
the 9th Annual Coming-Out Monologues (Stage Manager), both at Kennesaw State
University. She would like to thank her parents, her boyfriend, her roommate Jayden,
and Karen Robinson for being so supportive and kind. She’s excited for you to see
the show and says hello from the tech booth!
CAST
MACY CARDWELL (Ensemble)
Macy Cardwell is a first-year Theatre & Performance Studies major with a
concentration in Musical Theatre and a minor in Dance. She grew up training and
performing at the Springer Opera House and The Dance Academy. Currently she
is a member of the KSU Dramaturgy Team and was one of the dramaturgs for this
production. She is thrilled to be performing in her first production at KSU and looks
forward to many more.
JADA CROWELL (Ensemble)
Jada Crowell is an honors student and is a Theatre and Performance Studies major at
KSU. Jada loves the theatre and wants to continue in the future. She thanks you for
coming and hopes to see you in the audience for future shows!
BROOKE FLEURIMOND (Ensemble)
Brooke is a Freshman here in the TPS Department and a Music minor. Other works
that they have been a part of include 24-Hour Play Festival, 10-Minute Directing
Scenes, and The Black Awakening. They are so grateful to be in this program and
excited to be in future productions with all of these amazing and talented people!
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BIOGRAPHIES
RICH GIBSON (Ensemble)
Rich Gibson is thrilled to be a part of this innovative production of Genesis Redux.
Rich graduated summa cum laude at KSU with a degree in Information Security and
Assurance before he took his first acting class. That one class changed everything. He is
now graduating summa cum laude in May 2022 with a BA in Theatre and Performance
Studies with a concentration in Acting. Space here prevents him from fully expressing
the gratitude he feels for his KSU professors and acting teachers. They are the best! His
previous principal performances at KSU are as Abe in Grace, or the Art of Climbing,
and as a Somebody in the 2018 Pulitzer Prize finalist play Everybody. He has also
appeared in The Merely Players production of Spoon River Anthology. He would like to
thank the entire KSU Theatre and Performance Studies Department for their incredible
energy, enthusiasm, guidance, and sensitivity. It has been an incredible journey!
EON JONES (Ensemble)
Eon Jones is a fourth-year Theatre & Performance Studies major with a concentration
in Musical Theatre. Favorite credits include Ragtime (Little Boy; Kennesaw State
University), Matilda (Bruce; OnStage Atlanta), and The Spitfire Grill (The Visitor, Joe/
Caleb u/s; Kennesaw State University). He is thrilled to be returning to the TPS stage,
and he cannot wait to embark on this journey with you all.
NORNU KEN-PIARO (Ensemble)
Nornu Ken-Piaro is a senior Theatre and Performance Studies major with a
concentration in Acting. This is her first time performing in an ensemble for a TPS
production and she is excited to make her debut in Genesis Redux.
ARIANNA PALMER (Ensemble)
Arianna Palmer is a Theatre and Performance Studies Major with a concentration in
Musical Theatre. She serves as a TPS Liaison and KSU Brand Ambassador. This is her
3rd production at KSU, and she cannot wait for all of you to experience Genesis Redux.
MAXWELL PRICE (Ensemble)
Maxwell Price is a first-year student in TPS who is very excited to be in Genesis Redux.
ABBY SMITH (Ensemble)
Abby Smith is a sophomore Theatre & Performance Studies major concentrating in
Performance Studies. She serves on the KSU Dramaturgy team and is excited to make
her acting debut at KSU with Genesis Redux!
IAN J. SMITH (Ensemble)
Ian J. Smith has been performing for as long as she can remember. Ian J. trained
vocally at Spivey Hall, in dance with Southern Crescent Academy of Dance’s and Kyle
Kahn Studios’ senior and elite companies, and as an actor at The Legacy Theatre.
She has amassed multiple educational and professional theatre credits as an actor,
student director, costume designer, and stage manager. Ian J. is in her second year
at Kennesaw State University, where she was a collaborator and performer in the
workshop production of Baby Bear Sees Blue, an assistant director in the 24-Hour
Play Festival, and a cast member in the 9th Annual Coming-Out Monologues. Ian J.
felt drawn to Genesis Redux because she is inspired by collaborative processes and
enjoys working on ensemble-driven pieces. She is excited to see where her passion for
performance and storytelling will take her.
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SØREN TUCKER (Ensemble/Costume Coordinator)
Søren is a first-year Theatre and Performance Studies Major with a concentration in
Musical Theatre. He previously performed in the 9th Annual Coming-Out Monologues.
ETHAN VOLLAND (Ensemble)
Ethan (he/him) is a first-year Theatre and Performance Studies Major with a
concentration in Musical Theatre. He is very excited to take part in this new piece!
His previous credits include Mother Road (Abelardo/Chorus) at Kennesaw
State University.
Special Appreciation
Tom Fish, Steven Love, Chuck Meacham, Amanda Wansa Morgan,
Margaret Pendergrass, Daniel Terry
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